THROUGH THE  CENTRAL SANDS

a miniature arabesque lead to a sprig of herbage where it
has played maypole and rolled over in joyous repletion; that
futuristic riot marks the fallen twigs bowled over and over
by the whims of the wind.

The morrow was intensely cold. Our course at first due
east obliquely across the strong north wind, then turned into
the face of it, and I was glad of my greatcoat. A large hawk,
the first I had seen in the sands, circled about our heads to
sail swiftly down wind as we passed an encampment of
Murra with some fifty black camels. The great camel herds
of the Murra are said to be mostly black,1 whence the tents
of the sands are generally of that colour, in sharp contrast
with the colour of the wild animals of the sands, particularly
the mammals, which is that of their environment.

We made a wide detour to avoid these Murra. They
were ostensibly a friendly section, but it was declared unwise
that I be seen or heard of, lest news of me get ahead with
mischievous results.

Shaikfr Salih as he rode at my side shivered, but would
not bemoan the cold, lest he affront the Almighty, the All
Knowing, who had sent it. I told Salih of the cold of an
English winter.

/Do you hear that ?'-he turned to Mubarak. 'In the
Wazir's country the water that is cut off from the sea* (a
pond) "becomes solid with the cold so that the Arabs and
horses and donkeys can walk upon it.3

'There is no god but God/ returned Mubarak, and I

1 A herd of camels is called jaish by Murra, nishera by the Rashid, and
bosh by Oman tribes. The Badawin of the sands have five colours in camels:
white, red, black, yellow, green. These are the dictionary equivalents. In
reality: white=fawny cream colour, red=gazelle colour; black=a black-
brown colour; yellow=between fawny cream and gazelle colour; green=a
dark wood-smoke colour.
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